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Cither Faxhion
Tl bnesdlers

imran Qmed
founder of
the Dusiness

of fashion

136 AnCither Mogomne

AnOther
Magazine

talks to three
influential
individuals
shaping foshion
from behind

the scenes

The flambeyance of foshion and e sobriety
of business moy net seem the most notural
bediellews. Yet today loshion is o multimillien
pound business, and industry adviser Imnramn
Amed lirmly believes it should be recognised
as such. Started a litthe sver two yeoars ago,
Ameid’s website, the Business of Fashion,
ina ltl.l“;l' destinalion lor lashisn's mosl
inflluentiol power-players, “l just neticed this
gpipe There wasa®t anywhere that explered the
inlerseotian Lo an intellipent, asalytioal way.™

With an MBA from Harvard Business
School and a background in management
consultancy, Amed set up Uhe site as o labour
al love, “l was really creative growing up, and
then 18 oo aleng - responsible decisisns
- g | studied business. And | learmed so mach
in that environment, advising CEOs of huge
brusi e s nes From all ever the world. It wos an
amazing experiencs bot ot the end of the doay
| felt like the oreative side of me wasn't being
used.™ The site was the perfect spportunity
to merge his love of fashion with his business
acumens “1 speak the language of business
and | spealk the languoge of Toshion and my
role has really become like that of o transbaior,
connecting thows people. The problem is o
lot of designers that enter the business don't
ko whaot they doem't kmows The first thing
to bearn s that you'll snly spend 10 per cont
off your time designing and yeu'll spend B0
per cent of your Himes ma g ng. S yon shisuld
really think of yeurself as o CEO frst and
a desigover second,™

As waoll asthe aile, and -‘:m..u'hing work
advising brands, Amed has been werking with
Lulu Kennedy and Fashion East designers,
and teaching a class of Central Salnt Martins.,
“What 1 leve about young designers in London

i thot exch of them has their own voioe. In

Mew Yorlk, the designers are being led like an
archestray they make beautiful masic, bt i
very controlled and planned. In Lenden, it*s
more like a jazs band.™

Text Joanna Schlensha
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